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E,xpansion of activities to conserve fiti and - 

IxIrUN P23sEEv~~IoNs 

pme resources on Indian reserva- 
tions was ,announced today by Secretag of the Interior Oscar L. Chapmen. 

The work is aimed not only at providing food and sport for Indian residents, 
but also to bring funds into tribal treasuries from sale of huntii-g, fishirg -and 
other recreational privileges to the general public. These funds, in turn, mey be 
partly used to c,arry on wildlife management projects. 

One of the current wildlife mana~ment projects is reesteblishment of the once 
important wild fowl.nesting area in and around 3urfo~-- Lake on the Jicarilla &Qe..che 
Reservation in iqew iGe4xico, 2M.s area is on the central nortksouth flyWy of 
migratory waterfowl. 

A l&year working agreement, signed 1e.s u L year by the Furem of indi%l AffairS 
and the Fish and I’Xldlife Service, both in the Interior, and the tribal council of 
the Jicarilla Apache IlndiL~s, is one of “3x first steps in the rehabilitation of 
this area. The agreement c,?lls for restoration of the food for waterfowl L?XOU& 
fencing of the lake to control livestock grazig, !&e Pish and ‘iJi.ldlife Service 
will have a technical adviser stationed on the reservation to consult with the 
Tribal Council on wildlife management problems. Tfie wildlife potential of the res- 
ervation, under good management, can be greatly increased, 

One of the most important projects on Ind& lands, undertaken by the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, is predator and rodent control. This b:ork materially aids Indians 
in increasing their food supply. Tredator COnti*Ol on the Jicarilla, as an example, 
Ahas enabled Indian sheep herders to increase their lamb crop by seven percent. 
Prairie-dog control on the same reservation helps to maintan the rwe, since the 
rodents destroy forage and increase erosion by their burrowing. 

The initiation of a rodent control pro$am on the Tongue Piver Zesorvation was 
facilitated Wwgh the edoption O+ f a cooperative agreement between the Indian 
Service, +Ae Fish and ‘::‘ildli.fe Service, and the Northern Cheyenne Tribe of Kontana, 

Another Ap,ache Indian project is the fish hatchery located at Fort &ache lies- 
ervation in northern Arizone. Here, the 7!illiems Creek fish hatchery is being 
operated throu.& tie coo?era.tiv., p efforts of the two Interior Department services, 
the State of Arizona and the Indian tribal council. Under terms of tie weement, 
the reservation streams are stocked with fish end the State distributes one-third of 
the poundage. to other nowreservation streams. The Indians also protect the wild 
turkey and other wildlife resources through the issuance of permits to off-reservs 
tion hunters, 



Predator and rod.ent control work, similar to that on the Jicorilla, is being 
undertaken by the Fish and Wildlife 8ervice on the Fort Apache and San C~XIT~DS Rfz?*. 
ervations ih Mzo~~. Other projects include prairie-dog control on the Rosebud 
Res=.=tion, South &ta, and nredatar control on the Yumatilla and glanath we?- 
vations in OreDn, &mov& of iredatory animals - principally CQyOtBS - on the 
Fort Peck -P&xervntion, Montana, has increased survivti of deer and antelope fawns, 
The Fish and Wildlife Service maintains a Game Range at Fort Peck. 

On the Red. Lake Reservation in Minnesota, approximately 38 miles from Bddji, 
the Indians have been operating a commercial fishery as a tribal enterprise for a 
good maw yeuse The Indians take about 1, Z$KI,OOO pounds of f i&i ,annu.ally, which 
is sold in the open market, The two Interior Department Bureal~s, the State of 
Minnesota, and the Indians are cooperating in meking management recommendations to 
perpetuate the fishery. A study is now in progress by the Fish and Wildlife Seti 
and the State of Minnesota, in cooperation with the Indians, to determine the best 
conservation practices. The Indians -now have a fish warden on duty. 

The Indians of the Grand Portage -Reservation, in northeastern Minnesota, have 
undertaken a conservation project that has materially increased the beaver popula- 
tion on the reservation, 

The Indians of the Wind Xver Iieservation, Wyoming, have taken special intes 
est in their wildlife resources. The joint councils of tie Shoshone and Arapaho 
tribes have adopted an outstanding fish and game code to control the taking of fish 
and game by Indians and non&xdians. 

This reservation has some of the best fishing streams and huntiing grounds in 
the state of Wyoming. 
trout. 

The principal reservation fish are eastern brook and rainbow 
The estimated income value of the fish and game taken by Indians and offa 

reservation fishermen last year was about $75,000. 

The g&e consists largely of deer, antelope, black beax, elk, moose and big- 
horn sheep. 
game animals, 

Predator control on the Wind Xver Reservation has greatly benefited 
althou& the control of coyotes was primaril;;r to increase income and 

food through decreased damage to sheep and calves. 

A large number of beaver which were damaging an irrigation dam and canal at 
Pocky Boy* s Reservation, Montana, were planted to a favorable site in the Bearpaw 
Nountain, thro& the cooperation of the Fish and Wildlife Service and the State 
Game Commission in live trapping the &ma&. 

‘Both Arapaho and Shoahome tribes of the Wind River Reservation, Fort tfashakie, 
Wyoming, are working for the improvement of t;?eir resources, If accordi~ to a recent 
report by E. W. Barrett, Indian Service range mwer. Uning the past year. of 
protection, a decided increase was noted in upl;znd birds and antclope. Three tri- 
bal members are hired as full time wardens who cover their territory in j~eps.~~ 

The Indians of the Colville Reservation, Washington, in cooperation with the 
two Interior Department Bureaus end. the State, have made substantial progress in 
the conservation of the fish end game on the reservation. 
has an exellent fish and game code. 

T%e tribal organization 
arough the tribal ordinances the t,?ldr?g of 

beaver is closely controlled so as to insure a continued increase. Last year 
appro-timately 1,800,OOO trout were stocked in the strearzs on the reservation, 
Theo@ ‘the efforts of the tribal. orgex&zation, bn coo;3eration with the State and 
the Federal Government, the wildlife resources at Colville should be materially 
increased, 
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A total of 1,%3,5&Z fish were pl,anted in the various streatri end lakes of 
Indian reservations in the Billings, Montana area during the year, 

An effort is being made by the Interior Department to encouxge enactment arid 
enforcement of fish and game codes on all reservations, mt orily to maintain exist+ 
ing resources but to ihcreasc Indian resources, Under consideration by the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs now is’an agreemerit betxe& the Pyramid Lake PaSute tribe of 
Pyramid Lake Reservation, nea.r Reno, l$evada, and tile State of Jovada to conduct a 
long-term e+eriment to determine if certain SD&es of trout end salma can live 
in the lake, whose waters have been loweyed by-use of the Truckee River for irrig* 
tion purposes, resulting in a hi& salinity in t&e water& 

The Wind River tribes have adopted an outstxdi~ code for tine preservation and 
Conservation of tribal. fish and game, 

The United States Pi& and Wildlife Service was furnished $2,500 under an 
agreement =qproved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the head of tit 
Department to make a complete report on the benefits to be derived for fish end 
wildlife under the construction of the Klicki tat Irrigation Pro jet t for the Yak&a 
Indians of Washington. 
time during August 1950, 

The Fish and Wildlife Service will complete its rqort some 

xxx 

P . L 81013 3 

Interior~licating Section, Washington, D. C. 


